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FAQs and Problem Solving with Paint Strippers 

1. Finish did not lift: Various Coatings:  
A. Not all finishes lift of the surface, some just soften. Check with a fingernail test every 
few hours for desired penetration. 
B. Advanced technology high silicone wax on surface - scuff surface with a Scotch Brite 
pad and Liquid Wash.  
C. Advance Catalyzed Finish - Scuff with a Scotch Brite pad or a DA Sander to knock off 
shine. 
D. Not enough time allowed for stripper to work. Test an area and time for proper 
removal time, check every few hours for proper penetration. 
 
2. takes too long to Strip 
A. Brushing entraps air and reduces stripper strength to 27%. 

 B. Temperature too low -stripper will not work below 55 deg. F - works best at 70-80 
deg. F.  
 
3. Stripper dries off and will not spray wet. 

A. Incorrect spray methods. Do not produce "skin" allowing chemicals to prematurely 
evaporate. 
B. Stripper left on too long - re spay to liquefy first coat. 
C. Air Temperature too high and chemicals evaporate before a skin can form - Optimum 
temperature range is 70-80 deg. F. 
 
4. Plastic Materials softened by stripper 
A. Stripper is harmful to some plastics- test a small area FIRST. 
 
5. Stripper will not spray 
A. Gun clogged - clean with water. 
B. Check for proper 7 to 10 psi at gun tip. 
 
 
For further information call General Chemical corp. or email: sales@generalchem.com 
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